JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY TEACHER’S ASSOCIATION
Press Release

Democratic ethos of the university under threat ‐ JNUTA
JNU has always been a University where there has been a vibrant
democratic culture, where diverse political, ideological and academic
views have engaged with each other in a spirit of peaceful dialogue and
debate. The JNU teaching community is extremely concerned at the
threat to the democratic ethos, which has played a critical role in
ensuring that the University serves its social functions and secures its
position as one of the premier institutions of higher education.
The University, having already instituted an enquiry to ascertain the facts
and to take necessary action and there being no disruption of academic
or any other regular functioning of the University, JNUTA strongly
believes that the current excessive police action is totally uncalled for and
it has only aggravated the situation. In view of this, JNUTA expresses its
deep anguish over the University Administration’s decision to give a carte
blanche to the police to enter the campus to search different premises
and even make random arrests.
The teachers of JNU always stand for upholding the Constitution of India
and values enshrined therein and are opposed to any unconstitutional
activity in the campus or outside. This very sentiment makes us express
our strong opposition to attempts to use the law and the police to
suppress democratic dissent and conduct a witch‐hunt on our campus.
The fact that the JNUSU President is first to be arrested establishes it. The
JNUTA, following its Emergency Meeting, expresses its deep concern on
the recent developments on our campus. The teachers of the University
condemn the massive police presence and the attempt to escalate
tensions.
JNUTA stands with the entire JNU community to maintain normalcy on
our campus by immediately withdrawing the police and releasing all
those detained.
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