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A teacher of the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, who had been suspended, was reinstated on 
Tuesday following a directive from the ministry of human resources and development. 

Rajeev Kumar, a teacher of computer science and technology, had been engaged in a legal battle with the 
country's oldest technology institute in the Supreme Court for two years. A source in the elite institute said 
Kumar was suspended in May 2011 after IIT-Kgp accused him of violating several rules in the code of 
conduct. 

"He was asked not to enter his department and also prevented from leaving the IIT campus without prior 
permission from the authorities. The institute had accused Kumar of trying to malign the name and fame of 
the institute by deliberately misinterpreting facts from time to time," said the source, who confirmed that the 
MHRD has sent a letter to IIT-Kgp, ordering the authority to revoke the suspension. 

"Rajeev Kumar will be handed a formal letter and he may join the department at the earliest," said the source. 

"The memo given to Kumar on April 30 also refers to the MHRD letter," said Pranav Sachdeva, lawyer of 
Kumar in Delhi high court. "The Central Vigilance Commission prodded the MHRD since they were 
acting on the complaint of professor Kumar. He is being victimised by the institute. As a whistle-blower, 
he has hardly received any protection till now. The order to revoke the suspension is too little too late," 
added Sachdeva. 

"The ministry has written that the report submitted by the one-man inquiry committee looking into the 
allegations leveled against Kumar has been accepted by the Board of Governors (BoG) of the institute. It has 
thus directed the institute to revoke the suspension, which, it feels, does not have any justification at the 
moment and is unnecessary," said the source at IIT-Kgp. 

An official of the institute elaborated: "Suspension is usually a method that is adopted during the process of 
investigation. It is done so that the accused against whom the inquiry is on cannot influence the investigation 
and also does not get an opportunity to tamper with the evidence. In this case, the MHRD has observed that 
there's no such possibility. Hence, he has been asked to be reinstated." 

He added: "The suspension is withdrawn. Now, the inquiry committee report will be considered by the BOG 
and a final decision taken. Suspension is not punishment. Based on the report, the BOG will decide on the 
next step. The date of the BOG meeting is yet to be fixed." The ministry has also asked IIT-Kgp to consider the 
views and comments of Kumar on the findings of the report before BOG takes it up for discussion. 

"Everything will continue in the same way as it was. Instead of his residence where he was conducting 
research and guiding students, he will now go to office," said a faculty member. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IIT-whistle-blower-reinstated-after-2-years/articleshow/19812610.cms 



 

For "unsung hero" behind IIT JEE transparency, 
some reprieve after years of torment 
Charu Sudan Kasturi| New Delhi| April 30, 2013 

It could be the caution that comes with the few highs and frequent lows of single-handedly taking on, for 
six years, the country’s oldest Indian Institute of Technology, but on Tuesday evening IIT Kharagpur 
computer science professor Rajeev Kumar wasn’t celebrating the end of a two-year long suspension. 

Barely hours earlier, Kumar, dubbed by the Supreme Court of India as an “unsung hero” responsible for 
much of the transparency introduced in the IIT entrance examination in recent years, had received a brief 
“memo” from the institute registrar. It informed Kumar in three typically bureaucratic sentences that the 
“competent authority” had decided to allow him “to resume his duty with immediate effect revoking the 
suspension” imposed on the 54-year old in 2011. 

The suspension was justified by the IIT as necessary while an enquiry panel it had set up probed a raft of 
charges against Kumar. But the nature of the charges against Kumar -- that included speaking to journalists 
without permission from the very authorities he was questioning, based on archaic government rules that are 
rarely enforced except when it involves critical news reports – and his history of tussles with the IIT officials 
left him convinced he was being victimized. 

“I don’t think the memo is the end [of the alleged victimization],” Kumar said, responding cautiously to this 
correspondent’s call. “All that’s happened is that instead of sitting at home, I can go sit in office.” 

But for the whistleblower who faced the threat of dismissal from his job till Tuesday, the IIT Kharagpur order 
that follows two Delhi high court orders in his favour, does come as a reprieve, even if only temporary. The 
reprieve, though, only highlights the sense of vulnerability that many whistleblowers across India suffer. 

Few among the lakhs of students across the country preparing for the second leg of the new two-tiered IIT 
Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) one June 2 may know his name,  but Kumar was instrumental in pressuring 
the IITs to make the test, widely regarded as one of the world’s toughest entrance barriers, more transparent. 

Kumar’s battle started in 2007, and his story is both a tribute to the Right to Information (RTI) Act enacted 
two years earlier, and a cautionary tale for those keen on using the transparency law. 

The computer science professor was surprised when his son didn’t clear the IIT-JEE in 2006. Using the RTI 
Act, he got details of the cut-off marks used by the IITs that year to select students. Creating an algorithm to 
test what the IITs did wasn’t a challenge. Before long, he realized that many students – including his son – 
had managed an aggregate score about 100 marks higher than what the IITs said was their cut-off, but had 
been disqualified because their chemistry scores were below the subject cut-off used. 

Curious about the decision to rule out students with an overall performance far superior to many selected, 
Kumar pursued with RTI applications, now pressing the IITs for the formula they used to calculate their cut-
offs. 

Initially, he didn’t get any reply. Then, once he approached the courts, the IITs came up with three 
different formulae – one in a reply to Kumar, and two others in affidavits to the courts. None of these 
formulae yielded the cut-offs the IITs used. When Kumar exposed this gap, the IITs eventually came up 
with a fourth formula that uses multiple iterations to reach the cut-offs. 

It is unlikely to ever be completely clear whether the IITs merely messed up their reply to Kumar and the first 
two affidavits, or whether the final formula was an afterthought. 

But what followed was unprecedented. After Kumar petitioned everyone from the President and the human 
resource development (HRD) minister to the chairmen, directors and faculty of the IITs, with blueprints to 
make the IIT-JEE more transparent, the IITs did relent. 



Till 2007, those students who qualified in the IIT-JEE only knew their rank, and no one knew what they had 
scored in the test. Students had to return their question papers to invigilators at the end of the exam, leaving 
them with no authoritative way of crosschecking their performance outside the test centre. The IITs never 
put out the correct answers to the questions posed in the test. 

Today, all students are told their aggregate and subject-specific scores, and the IITs place both question 
papers and the correct answers online after the test is over, allowing students to verify how they’ve 
performed. This transparency has left the IITs exposed to criticism when the test papers contain incorrect 
questions or answers, but it has lifted the blanket of opacity that shrouded the test till Kumar pestered the 
IITs with his RTI requests. 

While dismissing a petition by Kumar seeking his son’s admission, the Delhi High Court praised the 
professor in October 2011 for pressuring the IITs into injecting transparency into the IIT-JEE. “The appellant 
will have to be satisfied with being one of the many unsung heroes who helped in improving the system,” the 
court said.  

Transparency in the IIT-JEE wasn’t the only mission Kumar took up. 

Starting with IIT Kharagpur in 1951, India set up the IITs as the country’s premier engineering schools, 
modelled on the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The institutes remain the country’s best engineering 
institutions and boast formidable faculty, top students and alumni who are leading policy makers and CEOs 
across the world. But in recent years, the IITs have faced repeated controversies. The concerns over the 2006 
IIT-JEE were only the start.   

In 2010, the Hindustan Times first exposed how senior IIT Kharagpur officials and faculty members were 
running an unrecognized, fake institute from within the IIT campus, duping innocent students by offering 
them certificates with absolutely no value. The CBI arrested an aerospace engineering professor believed to be 
the mastermind of the racket, and is still investigating the case. 

Also that year, Kumar obtained details – through the RTI Act – of a till-then unacknowledged, secret quota for 
children of faculty that the IITs ran for several years. Kumar also claimed that IIT Kharagpur was pressuring 
teachers to buy computers at inflated prices, and that it was doing little to curb cheating in internal exams. 

But Kumar’s crusade had consequences. 

IIT Kharagpur accused Kumar of trying to manipulate the institute’s procurement policies to buy a laptop 
using official funds for personal use. Kumar, the institute said, had threatened an official – his email had said 
that he would have to resort to using the RTI Act if the official failed to act on his demand. The IIT said there 
was no evidence to back Kumar’s claims of large-scale cheating in internal examinations. 

And it traced Kumar’s call records – illegally, without a warrant – to show that he had spoken to journalists, 
including this correspondent. The IIT set up an enquiry against Kumar, and then suspended him pending the 
result of the probe. 

Six months passed, then a year. But the probe panel – which Kumar accused of bias -- didn’t come out with a 
report. Meanwhile, Kumar questioned the legality of keeping him under suspension, citing rules that suggest 
that such suspensions must be reviewed every six months. 

The IIT insisted that the rules Kumar was citing didn’t apply to them, but the HRD ministry ruled that they 
did. Eventually, the ministry asked the IIT to lift the suspension against Kumar. 

Many within the academic community have supported Kumar over these years, though few have come out 
openly. Equally, several teachers, including Kumar’s colleagues at IIT Kharagpur, and many administrators 
have called the computer scientist a habitual trouble monger, accusing him of hurting the IIT brand name. 

Now that the suspension has been lifted, both Kumar’s silent supporters and his critics will be watching 
him again, one question on their minds. The academic in him is alive again. But is the whistleblower in 
him still breathing? 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/For-unsung-hero-behind-IIT-JEE-transparency-
some-reprieve-after-years-of-torment/Article1-1052894.aspx  



 

 

Suspension revoked 
PUSHED to the corner by the HRD Ministry, a very reluctant IIT Kharagpur has finally revoked the 
suspension of Rajeev Kumar, its whistleblower professor. Kumar, who works in the computer science 
department at the institute, had troubled the authorities with a series of RTI queries that resulted in Vigilance 
inquiries and CBI investigations. The IIT was so irked with his activism that it ignored several pleas from the 
HRD Ministry to revoke the suspension order. But the ministry remained firm, finally forcing the institute to 
put the professor back to work. 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/in-the-spotlight/1109882/ 

 

Unsung professor back in IIT-Kgp  
Staff Reporter | New Delhi | April 30, 2013 

A professor of IIT Kharagpur who had exposed flaws in the IIT entrance exam and alleged financial 
irregularities was reinstated today after two years of suspension. 

The IIT administration had suspended Rajeev Kumar in May 2011 after accusing him of “damaging the 
reputation of the institute” by levelling allegations on issues ranging from irregularities in the purchase of 
laptops to rampant copying by students during examinations. 

But IIT Kharagpur, under orders from the HRD ministry and the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC), today 
wrote to Kumar that he is allowed to resume his duty with “immediate effect”. 

On the advice of the CVC, the ministry had earlier asked IIT Kharagpur to immediately reinstate the 
whistleblower. Kumar, who had been hailed by the Supreme Court as an “unsung hero” for his fight for 
reforms in the IIT entrance exam, had moved Delhi High Court on the suspension. 

The institute had to scrap its plan to purchase laptops after Kumar alleged that it was shelling out Rs 28,000 
more for each machine. 

Kumar had also alleged the institute paid an inquiry officer six times the Centre-prescribed rate for probing 
charges of misconduct against him. He claimed, on the basis of papers obtained through RTI, that retired 
judge Ronojit Mitra was paid Rs 5 lakh as “honorarium” to probe allegations of “misconduct” against him. 
Under government norms, such an inquiry officer can be given a maximum of Rs 75,000. 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1130501/jsp/nation/story_16847545.jsp  
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Whistleblower gets back IIT job 



PTI | New Delhi | May 01, 2013 

IIT Kharagpur has revoked the suspension of whistleblower Prof Rajeev Kumar who had exposed flaws in 
JEE and other irregularities in the institute. The action came after a report by a one-member inquiry 
committee which was accepted by the IIT Kharagpur’s board of governors. “Prof Kumar has been reinstated,” 
said sources in the HRD ministry. 

Kumar was suspended in May 2011 on the charge of bringing disrepute to the institute and 
misrepresentation of facts. PTI 

 

Whistleblower IIT professor reinstated  
PNS | New Delhi | April 30, 2013 

After almost two years, IIT-Kharagpur on Tuesday reinstated the suspended whistleblower Prof Rajeev 
Kumar of Computer Science and Engineering Department who had taken on the institute over a slew of 
irregularities.  

Sources at HRD Ministry said that in response to the HRD Ministry’s directions to revoke the suspension last 
month, IIT Registrar on Tuesday issued a memo to Prof Rajeev Kumar and allowed him to resume his duty 
with immediate effect. “Prof Kumar’s suspension has been revoked without prejudice to rights and 
contentions of the institute before the Delhi HC and the actions that may be taken by the Board of Governors 
of the institute on the basis of enquiry report,” said the memo.  

HRD Additional Secretary (Technical) Amita Sharma last week had directed the institute to revoke the 
suspension of Professor Rajiv Kumar and reinstate him. 

Sources at Ministry said that Kumar in the meantime has requested HRD to transfer him to IIT Kanpur to 
avoid any further confrontation with the Kharagpur fraternity. PNS 

Business Standard :: 01 May 2013 

IIT Kharagpur revokes suspension of whistleblower prof 
PTI | New Delhi | April 30, 2013 

IT, Kharagpur, has revoked the suspension of whistleblower Prof Rajeev Kumar who had exposed flaws in 
JEE and other irregularities in the institute.  

The action came after a probe report by a one-member inquiry committee which went into the charges 
levelled against him, which was accepted by the IIT Kharagpur's Board of Governors.  

"Prof Kumar has been reinstated," said sources in the HRD ministry adding, the direction was given to the 
institute to revoke his suspension with immediate effect.  

Kumar was suspended in May, 2011, on the charge of bringing disrepute to the institute and 
misrepresentation of the facts about the institute.  

IIT Kharagpur has in recent times been dogged by several controversies including the indictment of its top 
officials. 

http://wap.businessstandard.com/wapnew/storypage1.php?id=9&autono=113043001119 
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Whistleblower professor resumes work at IIT-KGP 
Kolkata | May 02, 2013 

Nearly two years after being suspended, Rajeev Kumar, professor at the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Kharagpur (IIT-KGP), resumed office on Thursday following an order from the Ministry of Human 
Resource and Development (MHRD) earlier this month to “revoke the suspension with immediate affect”. 

A notice issued by the institute’s Registrar early this week states that Prof. Kumar is “allowed to resume his 
duty with immediate effect revoking his suspension…” 

He was suspended in May 2011 after the Institute accused him “accessing the media for personal gains and 
maligning the institution.” 

Prof. Kumar had brought to the fore certain irregularities into the IIT-JEE examination using the Right to 
Information applications, exposed a “fake institute” run by certain officials on the IIT campus and also 
pointed at irregularities in a laptop purchase by the institute. 

Stating that he was being targeted for being a “whistleblower”, Prof. Kumar had raised the issue of his 
suspension with the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) in July 2011. The CVC then took the matter up 
with the MHRD. 

Prof. Kumar, however, has not been acquitted of the charges even though the report of an inquiry conducted 
against him by the IIT-KGP’s officials was submitted in December 2012 and later accepted by its Board of 
Governors. 

It was only on a Delhi High Court directive that a copy of the inquiry report was handed over to him in 
March 2013. 

The High Court had also pointed out that though the IIT-KGP can take a decision on the inquiry report, it 
cannot implement it till further orders from the Court. 

Regarding Prof. Kumar’s allegations involving the irregularities at the IIT-KGP, the Court had directed the 
CVC to submit a report. 

 

�  A copy of the inquiry report was handed to him in March 2013 

�  Delhi High Court directs CVC to submit a report on Kumar’s allegations 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/whistleblower-professor-resumes-work-at-
iitkgp/article4679148.ece 
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http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-kharagpur-wants-whistleblower-out/ 

http://archive.financialexpress.com/news/iit-kharagpur-wants-whistleblower-out/1266699  
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A professor of the Indian Institute of 
Technology-Kharagpur has demanded 
an immediate protection under the 
Whistleblower Protection Act 2011. Dr 
Rajeev Kumar, a professor of computer 
science and engineering at IIT 
Kharagpur had been served a show 
cause notice last month seeking 
‘compulsory retirement’. 
A memo dated June 26, 2014 said that 
Kumar had violated the rules of the 
institute on several counts and that the 
board of governors had found him 
guilty of the charges and that a “penalty 
of compulsory retirement may be 
imposed”. Kumar was asked to furnish 
a reply within 15 days of the notice. 
In his reply to the board, Kumar 
demanded protection on the grounds 
that he was a whistleblower. “I am 
being victimised due to my several 
disclosures about IIT Kharagpur 
administrators, who had conducted 
and/or are conducting disciplinary 
action against me,” he wrote. 
IIT-Kgp kept Prof Kumar under 
suspension indefinitely from May 2011 
to April 2013 and was debarred from 
teaching and research work, and 
entering his departmental office 
complex and laboratories. After two 
years, the HRD minstry directed IIT-
Kharagpur to revoke the suspension 
order.  
Kumar had unearthed inaccuracies in 
the merit lists of IIT-JEE for admission 
in IITs. He had also uncovered many 

other issues – like irregularities in admissions like unattended errors in question paper 
setting/evaluation, filling vacant seats through  back-doors, administrator wards’ admissions, 
tampering of Optical Response Sheet in undue haste, etc. 
The Supreme Court had earlier acknowledged termed Kumar’s work and termed him as “one of the 
many unsung heroes who helped in improving the system.” 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/hteducation/educationnews/iit-prof-wants-protection-under-whistleblower-s-act/article1-1239974.aspx  
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फाइल फोटो

नई �द�ल�: v>�धानमं�ी नरे�� मोद� ने कहा है
�क ट�चर कभी �रटायर नह�ं होत,े ले�कन देश के
सबसे ��ति�ठत सं�थान� म� से एक आईआईट�
खड़गपरु ने एक �ोफेसर को जबरन �रटायर हो
जाने क� सलाह द� है।आईआईट� खड़गपरु ने
क��यटूर साइंस �वभाग म� �ोफेसर राजीव कुमार
को सज़ा के तौर पर क�पलसर� �रटायम�ट लेने को
कहा है। जब�क राजीव कुमार �पछले कई साल से
सं�थान के भीतर ��टाचार और गड़ब�ड़य� के
�खलाफ जंग लड़ रहे ह�। अब �ोफेसर राजीव कुमार
ने ट�चस� ड ेपर रा��प�त, �धानमं�ी और
एचआरडी मं�ी �म�ृत ईरानी को �च�ी �लखकर

इंसाफ मांगा है।
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इस �ोफेसर क� कहानी 2006 से श�ु होती है। �ोफसर राजीव कुमार ने उस साल एक आरट�आई के ज़�रए ये
उजागर �कया था �क आईआईट� क� �वेश पर��ा म� बड़ी खा�मयां है। उस साल �ो. कुमार क� आरट�आई से ये
सच �नकल कर आया �क आईआईट� म� 279 नंबर लाने वाले छा� को एड�मशन नह�ं �मलता, जब�क 154 नंबर
वाले को एड�मशन �मल जाता है। ये गड़बड़ी आईआईट� क� �वेश पर��ा म� अलग-अलग �वषय क� कट ऑफ
क� वजह से थी। 
 
इस सच के सामने आने के बाद काफ� हड़कंप मचा और �फर तो राजीव कुमार क� म�ुहम के बाद आईआईट�
�वेश पर��ा म� कई बदलाव आए, वह अ�धक पारदश� हो गई। कट ऑफ के �लए नए �नयम बने और छा�� को
अपनी आसंर शीट क� कॉपी घर ले जाने क� इजाज़त �मल�, ता�क बाद म� वे अपने सह� उ�तर� का पता लगा
सक� । 
 
स�ुीम कोट� ने एक मामले क� सनुवाई के दौरान कहा �क �ो. राजीव कुमार �स�टम क� खा�मय� को दरू करने म�
लगे 'अनसंग ह�रो' म� से एक ह�, यानी वह लोग जो �बना स�ुख�य� म� आए ��टाचार क� गंदगी को साफ कर रहे
ह�। 
 
आईआईट� म� ऊंचे ओहदे पर बठेै कुछ लोग� को इन खा�मय� के उजागर होने से तकल�फ हुई। 2011 म� �ो.
कुमार को स�प�ड कर �दया गया और उनके �खलाफ एक जांच �बठा द� गई। उन पर आरोप लगा �क वह
सं�थान का माहौल खराब कर रहे ह� और मी�डया को ख़बर� ल�क कर रहे ह�।
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�ो. कुमार इंसाफ के �लए गुहार लगात ेरहे ले�कन उनके �नलंबन को �नयम� के �खलाफ बढ़ाया जाता रहा। इस
बीच उनक� जाससूी �कए जाने क� बात भी सामने आई। जब ये पता चला �क आईआईट� खड़गपरु ने उनके
�नजी फोन क� कॉल डीटे�स बीएसएनएल से ल� ह�। इस बीच आईआईट� खड़गपरु एनडीट�वी इं�डया के सवाल�
के जवाब म� इन आरोप� से इनकार करती रह� �क �ो. कुमार को �ता�ड़त �कया जा रहा है।
 
अपने �खलाफ �बठाई गई जांच के बारे म� �ोफेसर कुमार कहत ेरहे �क इसम� �न�प�ता नह�ं बरती जा रह�।
क� ��य एचआरडी मं�ालय और क� ��य सतक� ता आयोग यानी सीवीसी ने �ो. कुमार के �खलाफ हो रह� जांच पर
सवाल उठाए और कहा �क मामला रा��प�त को भेजा जाना चा�हए। बाद म� रा��प�त ने क� ��य एचआरडी
मं�ालय से इस पर दखल देने का कहा। 
 
�ोफेसर राजीव कुमार को तो राहत नह�ं, �मल� ले�कन इस साल 20 जनू को आईआईट� खड़गपरु ने कुमार को
सज़ा के तौर पर जबरन �रटायरम�ट लेने को कहा है।



Sunday, 30 August 2015:  

 

A computer science professor at IIT Kharagpur suspended from the institute on charges of 
maligning the reputation of the institute four years ago has received backing from the HRD 
ministry which has pointed out several discrepancies in the inquiry conducted by the IIT. 
Professor Rajiv Kumar, called an “unsung hero” by the Supreme Court for forcing IITs to introduce 
transparency in their entrance examination in recent years, had appealed to President Pranab 
Mukherjee against biased inquiry and denial of natural justice. 
The ministry looking into the Kumar’s appeal forwarded by the President has not only pointed 
out procedural lapses in the conduct of the inquiry, it has also questioned the inquiry report 
which it said was badly framed. 

Ministry’s review of the appeal will soon be forwarded to the President who will take the final call. 
PP Chakrabarti, the director of IIT-Kharagpur, was not available for comment.  
Kumar was suspended in May 2011 on charges of “irreparably damaging the reputation of the 
institute by deliberate misrepresentation of facts of irregular purchase and financial fraud regarding 
laptop purchase.” Another charge levelled against Kumar included damaging the reputation of the 
institute by levelling charges of irregularity in the conduct of entrance examination by the IIT. A 
one-man inquiry committee in its report submitted to the IIT in 2013 had proposed compulsory 
retirement for the professor. Kumar however had contested the allegations and termed the 
inquiry biased saying he was being targeted for being a whistle blower. 

Kumar’s PIL had brought about systemic reforms in the IITs and his role was acknowledged by the 
SC which had called him “unsung hero”.  
It was Kumar’s PIL that forced IITs to provide carbon copies of answer scripts, release of answer 
keys before results, online availability of evaluated scanned scripts among others. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/hrd-ministry-backs-whistleblower-iit-professor/article1-1385626.aspx  


