
 
CHAPTER I 

 
MEMBERSHIP, OFFICERS, MEETINGS, ROLE 

 
 
1.  The membership and duties, powers and privileges of the Senate 

are defined by the Institutes of Technology Act, 1961 and the Statutes of 
the IIT Delhi*#.  (For membership, refer to Section 14 of the Act and 
Statute 4(1); for functions and powers, refer to Section 15 of the Act and 
Statute 4(2), respectively).  Relevant sections of these documents have 
been added to this Manual as Appendix. Provisions from Appendix are 
frequently repeated in the main body of the text of this Manual for 
completeness and clarity. 
 

  The Senate is primarily concerned with the academic affairs of the 
Institute encompassing faculty, students and instructional matters (for 
functions, refer to Section 15 of the Institutes of Technology Act). 
 

  In accordance with Section 29 of the Act of the IITs, the 
Ordinances of an IIT shall be made by the Senate of the Institute and 
individual Ordinances shall become effective on dates specified by the 
Senate.  However, all Ordinances enacted by the Senate shall be 
submitted as early as possible for the consideration of the Board of 
Governors who shall have the power by resolution to cancel or modify 
any such Ordinances, and such ordinances shall stand cancelled or 
modified, as the case may be, from the date of such resolution.  Further, 
Section 28 of the Act of the IITs indicates that Ordinances may provide 
for all or any of the following matters, namely: 
 

 *In addition to the specified membership in the relevant Acts & 
Statutes, three Alumni-representatives and four student-
representatives (vide Resolution No. S/8/84) shall be permanent 
invitees to the deliberations of the Senate. General Secretary      
AIC-UG be one of the 4 students representatives - vide Resolution 
No. S/1/86. All invitees shall however, be excluded from confidential 
meetings of the Senate unless otherwise decided on special 
considerations.  Methodology of the nomination of these 
representatives is indicated in Chapter IV of this Manual. 
 

 # Further the membership of the Senate has also been extended to 
Scientific & Design staff having equivalent pay scale as that of 
Professor vide Board Resolution No. BG/13/2007. 
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be a special meeting to discuss only those items of Agenda for which the 
requisition is made.  The requisitioned meeting shall be convened by the 
Chairman of the   Senate on a date and time convenient to him within 15 
days of the notice given for such a requisition (Statute 4.4). 
  
 However, the Director may call an emergency meeting of the 
Senate at short notice to consider urgent special issues.  (Statute 4.8) 
 

6.  A written notice for every regular and special meeting of the 
Senate together with the agenda shall be sent to every member 
(excluding those currently away from the Institute on lien / leave ex-India) 
of the Senate by the Secretary at least a week before the meeting.  The 
Chairman may, however, permit inclusion of any item for discussion 
without prior notice (Statute 4.7). 
 

 Senate members absent from the Institute on lien / leave should 
not be counted as continuing to be members of the Senate and that 
notice for Senate meetings should not be sent to such members.  The 
minutes of the Senate meetings will, however, be sent to them. 
 

7.  One third of the total number of the members of the Senate shall 
form a quorum for a meeting of the Senate (Statute 4.5).  However, 
Senate members absent from the Institute on ‘leave / lien’ shall not be 
counted towards quorum for the meeting. 
 

8.  The minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Senate shall 
be drawn up by the Secretary and sent to all members of the Senate 
present in India (unless under special circumstances the Senate rules 
otherwise) inviting their comments to the same.  The minutes along with 
the comments from members shall be placed for confirmation at the next 
meeting of the Senate and, upon   confirmation, shall be signed by the 
Chairman.  The record of minutes shall be maintained by the Secretary of 
the Senate for future reference and inspection during office hours by 
members of the Senate, the Board of Governors and the Council of the 
IITs (Statute 4.10). 
 

9.  The Senate shall nominate two professors of the Institute who 
shall serve as representatives of the Senate on the Board of Governors 
(Section 11(e) of the Act).  Professors absent from the Institute on ‘lien / 
leave’ shall however not be considered for nomination.  The procedure 
for nomination of the Senate nominees is outlined in Chapter IV of the 
Senate Manual. 
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CHAPTER V 
 

PROCEDURES 
 
 

39. The procedures for nomination and operation specified in the Senate 
Manual shall be followed.  Any inadequacy shall be referred by the 
Secretary of the Senate to the Chairman so that proper changes and 
additions may be made. 
 

40. The provisions in the Senate Manual may be added to, amended or 
repealed at any meeting of the Senate, provided that written notice of the 
proposed action has been sent to each member of the Senate at least  
two weeks prior to the meeting at which modification of the particular 
provision is sought.  Modification of the said provision shall require the 
approval of a majority of the members of the Senate present at the 
meeting in question and shall become effective on the date specified by 
the Senate. 
 

41. All meetings of the Senate shall  be governed by the procedure specified 
below: 
 

(a) Members of the Senate / Secretaries of the Senate, Committees 
should communicate to the Secretary, Senate items together with 
notes for inclusion on the agenda at least 2 weeks before the date 
of the meeting.  Items submitted later than the above stipulated 
deadline should be submitted directly to the Chairman.  The 
reasons for the delay in submission must invariably be stated in a 
covering note.  On consideration of the reasons for delay, the 
Chairman may give approval for inclusion of the item in the 
supplementary agenda. 
 

(b) The agenda papers should be in the hands of the members at least one 
week before the date of the meeting. 
 

(c) The Chairman would invite comments from the members who have 
definite ideas about the proposal ahead of the meeting.  Those who have 
given comments will be allowed to speak first on the Senate floor. 
 

(d) Once persons who have given written comments have expressed their 
views on the floor of the Senate, the Chairman may like to invite 
additional comments.  Thereafter, he shall summarise the discussion 
along with his own views in the matter.  A decision on the item will then 
be arrived at and a resolution passed to this effect. 
 
 

 
(e) A decision once taken should not normally be re-opened within one year 

from the date of the decision; however, the Chairman may move to       
re-consider the matter within the year under exceptional circumstances. 
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42. Normally,  the  order of business at  regular meetings of the Senate shall 
be as follows: 
 

(i) Confirmation  of   minutes  of  previous  meeting; 
(ii) Announcements by the  Chairman; 
(iii) Follow-up-action on previous decisions; 
(iv) Reports of Boards and other Committees appointed by the Senate; 
(v) Unfinished  business from the previous meeting; and 
(vi) New Business 

 
The order of business at any special or requisitioned meeting of the  
Senate shall be as follows: 
 

 (i) The special business of the occasion; and    
(ii) Any other business that may be admitted by the Chairman of the 
 Senate under special circumstances. 
 

43. At any meeting of the Senate, decisions must be formalised by means of 
a consensus or an affirmative vote.  Questions of order not covered in the 
Senate Manual shall be governed by rulings of the Chairman of the 
Senate at that time.  Subsequently, the Senate may consider the matter 
and indicate guidelines for future usage.             
 

44. Experts to be nominees of the Senate to serve on Selection Committees 
(Statute 12.3) shall be chosen by the Chairman of the Senate, on behalf 
of the Senate, on the recommendation of the Head of Department / 
Centre concerned who shall in turn consult the Executive Committee / 
Professorial Committee of the Department / Centre before making their 
recommendations. 

 
 
 

* * * * * 


